“I hardly think that 58 is the right age at which to talk about a retirement home unless there are some serious health concerns. My 85-year-old mother power-walks two miles each day, drives her car (safely), climbs stairs, does crosswords, reads the daily paper and could probably beat you at almost anything.”

Hasty generalization

The universe has existed for fifteen billion years. The universe is made out of molecules. Therefore, each of the molecules in the universe has existed for fifteen billion years.

Fallacy of division

“Should we not assume that just as the eye, hand, the foot, and in general each part of the body clearly has its own proper function, so man too has some function over and above the function of his parts?”

Fallacy of composition

“Allowing citizens to carry concealed handguns reduces violent crime. In the 31 states that have passed right-to-carry laws since the mid-1980s, the number of multiple-victim public shootings and other violent crimes dropped dramatically. Murders fell by 7.65%, rapes by 5.2%, aggravated assaults by 7%, and robberies by 3%.”

Post hoc

Government is like business, so just as business must be sensitive primarily to the bottom line, so also must government.

False analogy

“Since neurons are either excitatory or inhibitory, the brain itself has basically excitatory or inhibitory states.”

Fallacy of composition

“I loved the hit song, therefore I’ll love the album it’s on.”

Hasty generalization

“Our attraction to ‘beautiful’ people parallels the instincts of birds and mammals. Love is nothing but an instinct!” 

False analogy (appeal to nature)

“The five subjects in our experiment responded well to our intervention.  We thus recommend the procedure to everyone.”

Hasty generalization

“Humans are conscious and are made of cells; therefore, each cell has consciousness”

Fallacy of division
Roosters crow just before the sun rises. Therefore, roosters crowing cause the sun to rise.

Post hoc

Defending his rationale for pursuing the Vietnam War, president Lyndon Johnson said, “We learned from Hitler at Munich that success only feeds the appetite of aggression.”

False analogy

My Italian brother-in-law makes superb pasta; all Italian men are great cooks.

Hasty generalization

Many people who enjoy a diet high in cholesterol eventually develop high blood cholesterol; clearly, high dietary cholesterol causes high blood cholesterol.

Post hoc

“The latest Brittle Stars album is really bad, musically. There’s no good video on regular MTV rotation, they’re not on regular top 40 rotation, and the band members wear some really ugly clothes.”

False criteria

Supporters of the bill claim the EPA is “dragging its feet” on a chemical that could cause 300,000 cancers in the American population.

“This bill reminds me of legislation to outlaw automobiles” on the grounds that cars kill people, said Rep. Tom DeLay, R-Texas, who owns an exterminating business.

False analogy

“Birmingham kids are more racist than their London counterparts. A study of essays written by ten-year-olds showed that London kids use 15 percent less racial epithets than their peer groups in Birmingham.”

False criteria
