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Course Description
This is a semester seminar on Latin American politics. We begin with an overview of the region, but spend most of the remainder of the semester covering case studies and special topics. We will spend the first half of the semester using the Skidmore/Smith text as a guide to the region. This includes a general history of Latin America, as well as a series of closer looks at specific countries. We will pay special attention to the region’s recent democratization, and troubles associated with democratic consolidation.

The second half of the semester covers two special topics. First, a regional focus on the Andes, an under-studied region in Latin America. We will spend three weeks tackling some of the issues currently facing this region, with an emphasis on the struggle for democracy in one of the least stable regions in the hemisphere. Second, a focus on the recent trend toward decentralization, a remarkable break with the region’s centralist tradition. This leads to a study of urban or “municipal” politics in the region.

Required Texts
Skidmore, Thomas and Peter Smith. 2004. Modern Latin America, 6th ed. New York: Oxford University Press.

Campbell, Tim. 2003. The Quiet Revolution. Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press.

Burt, Jo-Marie and Phillip Mauceri (eds.). 2004. Politics in the Andes. Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press.

Class Schedule

	
	
	Part I: Survey of Latin American Politics



	Week 1
	January 4
	Course introduction.



	
	January 6
	Latin America, 1400s-1800s. Skidmore, pp 13-41.



	Week 2
	January 11
	Modern Latin America. Skidmore, pp 42-68.



	
	January 13
	Latin America and the Third Wave of Democracy.



	Week 3
	January 18
	Review Skidmore pp 13-68 and democratization lecture.



	
	January 20
	Quiz. Hand in paper abstracts.



	Week 4
	January 25
	Argentina. Skidmore, pp 69-108.



	
	January 27
	Chile. Skidmore, pp 109-138.



	Week 5
	February 1
	Brazil. Skidmore, pp 139-180.



	
	February 3
	The Caribbean. Skidmore, pp 328-354.



	Week 6
	February 8
	Peru. Skidmore, pp 181-220.



	
	February 10
	Mexico. Skidmore, pp 254-295.



	Week 7
	February 15
	Cuba. Skidmore, pp 296-327.



	
	February 17
	Central America. Skidmore, pp 356-395.



	
	
	Part II: Focus on Andean Politics



	Week 8
	February 22
	Introduction to Andean Politics. Burt & Mauceri, pp 1-37.



	
	February 24
	Social Movements & Politics. Burt & Mauceri, pp 38-78. Paper due.



	Week 9
	March 8
	Conflict and Violence. Burt & Mauceri, pp 107-125, 146-163.



	
	March 10
	Conflict and Violence. Burt & Mauceri, pp 81-106, 164-184.



	Week 10
	March 15
	State-building and Democracy. Burt & Mauceri, pp 187-227.



	
	March 17
	State-building and Democracy. Burt & Mauceri, pp 228-268.



	
	
	Part III: Decentralization and Democracy



	Week 11
	March 22
	Introduction to Decentralization. Campbell, pp 3-27.



	
	March 24
	Decentralization Strategies. Campbell, pp 31-75.



	Week 12
	March 29
	Decentralization and Citizen Participation. Campbell, pp 79-98.



	
	March 31
	Decentralization and Public Works. Campbell, pp 99-141.



	Week 13
	April 5
	A New Model of Politics. Campbell, pp 145-161.



	
	April 7
	Cities and Development in Latin America. Campbell, pp 162-181.



	Week 14
	April 12
	Skidmore, pp 396-454.



	
	April 14
	Final exam review.




Course Requirements
Points for the semester are broken down as follows:

	
	Class attendance & participation
	30

	
	Quiz
	10

	
	Seminar paper
	30

	
	Final Exam
	30

	
	Total
	100


I do not give long lectures, preferring interactive class environments. A significant portion of your grade is based on in-class participation. Come to class having already read the assigned material. I will provide brief overviews of the key points, as well as supply some other material, but the bulk of the class will consist of in-class discussion. Be able to demonstrate familiarity with the assigned reading, as well as the ability to think critically. Also, note that in-class participation does not mean “attendance”—you must come to class and actively participate.

I will give one quiz early in the semester. It will cover the material from the first two chapters of the Skidmore/Smith textbook. Essentially, it will be a short test on the general history of Latin American politics and will be combination multiple choice and short answer format. You may not make up the quiz if you are absent (unless you can demonstrate an emergency). If you know ahead of time that you will miss the quiz for a legitimate reason, you must notify me in advance to make some arrangement. The final exam is an essay exam—bring a blue book.

Seminar Paper Guidelines
Your seminar paper is a country study. You are free to select any Latin American country you choose. This paper allows you to focus on a specific challenge to democratic consolidation facing your chosen country. Your paper should include a brief, relevant overview of your country, focusing on its democratization process, followed by an extensive overview of the struggles the country faces as it tries to consolidate its democracy. I do not expect you to present original research on the country, but rather a critical review of literature relevant to your country/topic.

The paper must be 10-12 full pages long, typed, double-spaced, with one-inch margins. Use a standard 12-point font (e.g. Times, Helvetica, Palatino). Staple your paper together on the top left corner—do not use a binder. The paper must also include a bibliography and a separate cover page (these do not count towards the 10-12 pages). 

A paper abstract is due 20 January. The abstract must be no more than 250 words. The abstract must point out the country you will study, the topic, and the general thesis you will pursue.

Be sure the paper is an original creation and that you do not plagiarize material from other sources. Keep in mind that plagiarism (the use of words and/or ideas from other authors without properly crediting them) is a serious academic offense leading to dismissal from the university.

Note: 

You are responsible to make yourself aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the Undergraduate (pp. 271-272) and/or Graduate (pp. 24-26) Catalogs that pertain to Academic Integrity. These policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, complicity and computer misuse. If there is reason to believe you have been involved in academic dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of Student Judicial Affairs. You will be given the opportunity to review the charge(s). If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity for a hearing. You should consult with me if you are uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment or test.

